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i) A Al s

Translator’s Introduction

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful, and peace and blessings be upon His noble
Messenger, Muhammad £,

Allah, Subhanahu wa Ta’ala, says in Surah Al-Qamar
(54:32):

(% 6 b S b 62 10
“And We have certainly made the Qur’an easy to
remember; so is there anyone who will take heed?”
And the Messenger of Allah Z said (Sahih al-Bukhari
5027):

e 5 OTA s h s

“The best of you are those who learn the Qur’an and
teach it.” These words, and my own wish to read

and understand the Qur’an in its own language, are
what led me to this work.

Why Nahw Meer? Nahw Meer was written by Mir
Sayyid Sharif al-Jurjani (740-816 AH), one of the
great scholars of his age. Written in Persian as a first
book of Arabic syntax, it has been taught for
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centuries and is still studied today in schools across
the Indian subcontinent and beyond. Translations
exist in Arabic and Urdu, but very few in modern
English. This book is a faithful translation into
contemporary English, lightly reorganised, with short
explanations where an English-speaking student
needs them.

What is Nahw? Nahw (‘ilm al-nahw) is the science of
how nouns, verbs and particles join to form complete
sentences, and of what vowel each word must take
on its last letter. Those endings (i‘rab) are not
decoration: in Arabic they carry the meaning.

A well-known report shows why the science was
needed. In the time of the Companions, a man
recited the third verse of Surah At-Tawbah:

(325 58820 5 Bl 5 A0 3
but read the last word with a kasrah, 45, instead of
a dammah, ‘\J;uu The meaning changed from “Allah
is free of the polytheists, and so is His Messenger” to
“Allah is free of the polytheists and of His
Messenger.” After this incident the rules of Nahw

were set down so that the Qur’an would be read
correctly.



About this translation. Translating from one
language to another is full of pitfalls, and never more
so than with the Arabic of the Qur’an, whose words
carry deep meanings that can shift with their context.
| have kept the language as simple as | could and,
unlike many classical works, | have marked every
vowel. For a student who is not a native speaker of
Arabic this is essential: Nahw is, in the end, about
those vowels.

Before you begin. This book assumes that you
already know the basics of word morphology (‘ilm al-
sarf): the Arabic alphabet, a working vocabulary, and
the fourteen forms that show whether a word is
masculine or feminine; first, second or third person;
and singular, dual or plural. My book Arabic Grammar
for Beginners covers this ground.

How this book is organised. Chapters 1-3 introduce
words and sentences, the flexible (mu‘rab) and fixed
(mabn1) noun, and the noun’s definiteness, gender
and number. Chapters 4-5 explain why some nouns
do not take full declension, and how the imperfect
verb changes its ending. Chapter 6, the heart of the
book, covers the active elements (‘awamil): the
5



particles, verbs and nouns that govern the endings of
the words after them. Chapters 7-9 treat the implied
active elements, the followers (tawabi‘), the non-
governing particles and the exception (istithna’).
Chapter 10 summarises the whole of Nahw in brief.

This second edition. This edition has been checked
throughout. Errors in the Arabic, the vowels, the
transliteration and the English have been corrected,
the order of Arabic phrases restored, and the layout
redone. Some mistakes may still remain, and | would
be grateful to any reader who points them out.

| thank Mufti Rashid Mahmood Raja for his guidance
and encouragement. May Allah reward him.

May Allah accept this humble effort and make it
useful to everyone who wants to learn Nahw. | ask
Him to give us guidance, piety, chastity and
contentment, and to accept our efforts to learn and
teach Arabic, the Qur'an and His deen.
Jazakumullahu khairan.

Mohammed Sajid Khan
West Bloomfield, Michigan
sajid50@gmail.com
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Syed Al-Jurjani’s Introduction
SO [PV et

All praise is for Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala, the sustainer of
the world. There are good consequences for the righteous,
and peace and blessings be upon his best creation,
Mohammed Sallallahu alaihi wa Sallam, and all his followers.

Know that Allah Ta’ala will guide you. Indeed, this is a short
and intense book on Arabic sentence construction (field of
Nahw). It becomes easier for a beginner student of Arabic to
understand the formation of an Arabic sentence after
memorizing the singular words, becoming familiar with the
derivations of word morphology (field of Sarf), and
memorizing the inflections. He quickly achieves familiarity
with inflection/e’raab and its structure, as well as reading
with Allah Ta’ala’s guidance and help.

Meer Syed Shareef Abul Hasan Ali Bin Mohammed Al Jurjani
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Chapter 1 -Words and Sentences
dads 155
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Section 1.1 - Single Words/Compounds
2850 ol A5

Words: Words used in the Arabic language are of two
kinds: Single words %34 and Compound words .55,

Single word >J.a.i A word that points to a singular

\8)

3

meaning. Another term for a single word is &:£. There

are three types:

1) Noun (’;w\ asin j.;) which means “a man.”
2) Verb j” as in &5 which means “he hit.”
3) Particle <35 A single letter or a combination of

letters, as in JJb which means “Do you/Have

you/Did you?”

14



Compound Word Jf A Compound is made with two
or more words. There are two types: complete Jias and

0 .,85807%

incomplete .asie.
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Section 1.2 - Complete Compounds

8 62 50,38 ); 5\7

A complete Compound, which can be called a sentence
$:47 or speech })KJOY, meaningfully expresses a

statement, question, or other information.

Sentence iJ.Q_’é-\ These are divided into two types:

wh -

1) Informative sujg;, in which it is possible to say

that the speaker is factually right or wrong, as in
when the sentence is a statement.

2) Non- Informative & u\ in which itis not possible

to say that the speaker is factually right or wrong,
as in when the sentence is a question.

Informative Sentence i JZ.’L\AL..L\

There are two kinds:

16



1) A Nominative Sentence 32\ AJ.J-\ begins with

) . G\~ @01 . o . .
a Noun ..} as in (J,\c %5 which means “Zaid is a
scholar.”

\)/a s

The first part of the sentence is the Subject 4

on which an action is performed and is called \:\E;’JL

The second part of the sentence is the Predicate
3222, which specifies the action, and it is called }.4-5

2) A Verbal Sentence i)l 341 begins with a

Verb j.aﬁ as in 335 &% which means “Zaid hit.”
The first part of the sentence is the Object 3i:2,

which specifies an action, and it is called a Verb
Jsall. The second part is the Actor & 21 who acts

also called Subject js\all.

Subject 135 / Object S

17



The Object 3i:2 specifies the action performed on
the Subject 4 us” “. Any Noun (w\ can be used in a

sentence as a Subject 4 u\’” % or an Object Ji24. A

Verb &u can only be an Object i, not a Subject
213225, A Particle d;; can be neither an Object

3325 nor a Subject 4|5,

Non-Informative Sentence L&}\ Zdi.’é-\

There are several kinds:

a)jﬁ? Imperative or a command: As in /5!, which
means “strike!”
b):24)l Negative Imperative or command: As in uj@Y
, which means “do not strike!”
c)éL@.aMY\ Interrogative: As in 35 &% J& which means
“did Zaid strike?”
d)é;:l\ Desire: As in %x\5 1335 &2 which means “l wish
Zaid was present.”

)£ Possibility: As in Sl e J’J which means

maybe Amr will be absent.”

18



f)3343]1 Contract: As in &3%2l5 &4 which means “I sold
and | bought.”

g):15:)l Vocative or call: As in 2 & which means “O
Allah.”

h) bl Request: as in & Coah & Jj NT which

means “why don’t you come to us so that some good
can come to you?”

i)(’i.,:jﬂ Oath: as in 1335 &5 %Y 4b); which means “I swear
by Allah, | will surely strike Zaid.”

j)C >80 Surprise: as in &25 1 or 4 4.l which means

“how handsome he is or what made him so
handsome?”

Section 1.3 - Incomplete Compound

dad) el CE

An incomplete Compound is a fragment that does not
entirely convey a statement, question, or other
information. These are divided into three types:

Possessive Compound L;\A\ CE200: As in a5 ;&)ﬁ: which
means “servant of Zaid.” The first part of this Compound

19



is called Possessed of the Possessive Compound Slas,
The second part, that is, the Possessor, is called uw
231, which is always Genitive (53;2). You will be

introduced to the Genitive state later in-sha-Allah Ta’ala.

Structural Compound du\ ij\ This is a Compound

that is used for numbers between 11 and 19. In this, two
Nouns are combined into one, where the second Noun
follows immediately from the first Noun, without an

intervening Conjunctive Particle £2L\2)) é}jﬁiﬂ such as the

letter (5). For example, “number 11” originally would

. 8

have been Ji¢ 5 521 but the letter (5) is dropped, so that

“number 11” becomes & 351, “number 19” would have

G
a -]

G752 . wr 0w
6

been Jic ;5 43, but when (,) is dropped, “number 19”
becomes ie 223 Both Nouns of a structural compound

are Inflexible 45, that is, their last vowels are always the

same. In the case of a structural compound, the last
vowel is a Fathah (. ). An exception to this rule is Jic %]

in which the first word is Flexible Zs3:. You will be

20



introduced to the meaning of flexible 2531 and non-

flexible ’s% Nouns in Section 2.1 in-sha-Allah Ta’ala.

The compound of Declension 3.4\ C“ Jf : (You will

.

be introduced to the meaning of Prevention of Full
Declension _7.all 2% in Chapter 4.

1. ) This is a Compound where two Nouns are made
into one Noun, and initially, there was no Particle

éf before the second Noun as in &2l and
&seas. For the latter case, the first Noun is
Inflexible <% with a Fathah (. ) on it, and the

second Noun is flexible Z;2% according to most

scholars.

An incomplete compound is always a part of a sentence
G-, . . c G % o~ 172
(i) and is never a sentence by itself as in (i.;b vy pk;

. < g . 0. T4 .
which means “servant of Zaid is standing”; .55 #3\¢ is the

Subject (13z:21) and 56 is the Predicate (;241). You can
guess others similarly.

21



X2 &e 351 suie means “I have 11 dirhams”; and :\5

&ss means “Ba'labakk (name of a city) came.”

Section 1.4 - Sentences

705

PUVS

-

A sentence i must include at least two words E\&

.
—

Each word can be explicit, 4], that is, spelled out, as in
355 &7e, which means “Zaid hit” and & 55, which
means Zaid is standing; or Implicit \j,u.), that is, hidden,
as in C@L\J which means “hit!” command, in which
Pronoun w\, which means "you" is Implicit. A sentence
often consists of more than two words &K, and there

is no limit to the number of words &K, in a sentence.

Words in a sentence cannot be anything other than a
Noun, a Verb, or a Particle. When you see a sentence,
differentiate between Nouns, Verbs, and Particles, and

G _os

notice whether they are flexible &35 or Inflexible &5,

.
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and whether they have active elements/Particles J.e\c or

the target of the action is Jjw By doing so, you will
understand how words are joined, and you will
differentiate between Object Ji:4 and Subject 4 us’” y

Section 1.5 - Signs of Word Types
SUKd Bele

Signs for recognizing that a word is a Noun ;:4:
1. Addition of the alphabets () and (J) before the
word, as in 2341,
2. Addition of a Genitive Particle fé-\ 5 before

the word, as in .55,. Particles will be explained in

later sections in-shaa’Allah.
3. Atanween (s ), (- ) or (_ ), at the end of the word

. @@1

as in 53.
4. The word is made a Subject &322 as in L6 435
which means “Zaid is standing” where 335 is the

Subject, u\’” »and (‘)b is the Object 35

23



. The word is made Possessor 4| Slas of a
Possessive Compound L;\AA}\ 28 asin 255 r)’Lc
which means “servant of Zaid” where %)’L}c which
means “servant” is Possessed _sLx% and 255 s
Possessor 42l Szl

. The word is made a diminutive %S as in 575,
which is the tribe of the Prophet #. 7% is a
diminutive version of _i:s.

. The word is related to another Noun, as in
&»\335, which relates to being from 31335,

. The word is made into a dual Lﬁwij\ as in o=,
which means “two men.”

. . @0~ . @ P
. The word is in the form of a plural ’C? asin,J\s,

which means “several men.”

a
/jo S 0~

10. The word is a described word 5% as in the

(‘ .
sentence QE j;; :\> which means “a learned
o 3 o~

man came.” Here the word 13- is$ and itis
>) 900 92

being given the adjective i34 of a scholar de.

24



11. Addition of letter ; called round ta or :Q
135530 or o3l 26 as in &5 which means “the

(female) hitter.”

Signs for recognizing that a word is a Verb:
1. 33 appears before the word as in &% 35 which
means “he has hit.”
2. The letter . before a word as in & =% which

means “soon (near future) he will hit.”
To - . s 9 - To -
3. The letters . before a word as in & a8 sy

which means “soon (later in future) he will hit.”

4. A Jussive Particle r,j;j-\ 5 before a word as in
& /a3 ol which means he did not hit. :Jis an active
Particle that only comes before a verb and gives
sukoon (. ) to the last alphabet of that Verb.

5. There is an attached Pronoun at the end of it,
which is Nominative éjifa as in &35 which
means “I hit” or there is a letter (=) with sukoon

(. ) at the end of the word as in &37% which

means “she hit.”

25



6. The word is an Imperative goi asin & : | which
> g gt
means a command “strike!”

7. The word is a negative Imperative & or Ui as
in &, %5 Y which means do not strike (female
absent/male present). Y here is acting as a

Jussive rﬁ Particle as before.

Signs for recognizing that a word is a Particle:
A word that is free of any of the signs of a Noun ;,*A

or a Verb | is a particle.

1030205
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Chapter 2 - Nouns: Flexible, Non-

Flexible i3 2ol )
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Section 2.1 - Flexible/Non-Flexible Nouns

iy sl o)

All words of Arabic are of two kinds: Flexible Z;2% and

non-flexible Zg 5.

Skt In this word, the harakah of the last alphabet

changes by different active elements as in 35

below. Note the harakah on the last letter in the
following sentences:

1) &5 3=\ which means “Zaid came to me.” (s )
here is for Nominative status @8)

2) 1355 C‘,.,\) which means “l saw Zaid.” (. ) here is for
Accusative status C.x5.

3) X% &55% which means “I passed by Zaid.” ()

here is for Genitive status *..

29



In the first sentence, :\s is the active element
with Flexible Noun 35, Tanween (s) is the
flexibility 2i;¢), and letter () is called

%\;"sﬁ\ JZ for the location of &i52).

L .’;";/ T
You should guess for these: 1355 E3f5 and .55, &) 5.

Flexibility ;\J’_&gi is of two kinds: One of them is
2Nl by harakah 547 Dammah 424N, Fathah
{544%, Kasrah #2500 Second of them is 215N by
alphabet (+41 and these are three: ji3), (i, 24
(alphabets $deg) as in Hlis :\5 which means

“Muslims came” which is Nominative by alphabet

(4), and oLWlis 25 which means “two Muslims
came” which is Nominative by alphabet () and
ol &% which means “l passed by two

Muslims” which is Genitive (%5) by alphabet ().

30



@M In this word, no changes happen in the
harakah of the last alphabet by different active
elements as in s¥%». This word is used for all three
states of 415 L. Bor
Nominative/Accusative/Genitive states in a single
form.

Section 2.2 - Particles, Nouns, and Verbs.
by S

Particles:
All Particles are Inflexible *<x.

Verbs:

Among all Verbs j\;ﬁ, the following are Inflexible 35:
1)Past tense g2\l

T

2)Definite Imperative present u);“swu,\;,a

=

3)Present/future tenses @L”aﬂf in which the letter (o)

of female plural is attached as in ,:} &5 and 5 &S

which means “those (females) hit/will hit” and “you
(females) hit/will hit.”

31



4)Where the letter (o) of emphasis called (.S &%),
which could be strong {22 and light 254, is part of

the Verb Jx. As in, &, which means “he will
definitely hit.”

Nouns:

Nouns .| are of two kinds:

1) A Declinable Noun :,s—.wil\ ;L}ﬂ which can accept a

vowel on the end letter C\;el under certain

conditions.

2) A Non-Declinable Noun &=:zdl sl M which
does not accept a vowel on the end letter under
any condition and is always non-flexible 5.

A Declinable Noun =22 ;L}I\ is flexible &2\ with the
condition that it happens to be in a construction CNSJA\

such as in a Possessive Compound #L&Y) S8

32



An Imperfect Tense Verb ¢ Lol jxall is flexible sl
with the condition that it is without an alphabet () used

for the feminine plural wjij\ ’Ce or emphasis 35 4.

Flexible words Q)}iﬁ are not found in the Arabic

language except for the following two: Declinable Nouns
R ;WY\ and ’@\Jzﬁj\ Jaal with conditions mentioned

above. The remaining are non-flexible *sx.

And as for Non-Declinable Nouns &=33) W&\ g;}ﬁ, they
are like JAA\ s “Original Non-Flexible.” And J,.OY\ .

are three things:

1)Past tense g2\l

2)Definite Imperative Imperfect Tense Verb
S5l

3)All Particles 3 A

These will be described later in detail.
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Section 2.3 - Non-Declinable Noun

el 2l 22

Non-Declinable Nouns :,5“13\ JuJ\ Y\ are of eight
types:

First: Personal Pronouns &l As in G, E575, @U),
7o, ¢ are for both masculine and feminine gender

Pronouns for the speaker.

There are seventy Personal Pronouns &152%20:

1) Attached Nominative J@J\ <C° 57%: There are 14:

- it wf.a,/ 0S80 _ ~ /)‘o % /o < ~0_ ~ }o <

Q}bgﬂﬁw}ég}orﬂﬁ \.ujso J—\O
/ - \.:; “ °//’ \o;‘// \J

2) Detached Nominative d..m“j\ C :°%: There are
14:

34



PP NS S S S
G FOH PRV

5hGh 05 105 5n SR LT 31 28
3) Attached Accusative 25| Syais: There are 14:

RN L BRI L BRI B A L E e S P
8- 7 37 \%3,1 oS- 7 P PR 4
&2 2 0 R pD oo 0 o 2 Ao po

4) Detached Accusative i)l Oykis: There are
14:

5) Attached Genitive Jtafzﬂ\j}jfé: There are 14:
R IR IEA R RN (RS PO IR <Y

6) There are no Detached Genitive Jm,.ij\ jye

Pronouns.

See the table below for details on these 70 inflections:
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Table 1 Pronoun Inflections

Flexibility | Gender Number Attached Detached Attached Detached |Attached |Detached
el “is e Nominative | Nominative | Accusative | Accusative |Genitive | Genitive
& & Lyals Syalh atiA 03E
_:*"5 . 13;"’ _5’05 ‘:g;"; ”.'3,'”‘
Male/ Single A3 G e 4 d None
Speaker | Female - - - —
- o Dual/Plural G-z v (G G ] None
-;‘ s /_iSN)“ ad 5 and s
Present Male Single E3s o] Ao 38 i None
o> S Dual s st A Ryel Ry None
0301 o20% 05 ..z PRV s T N
Plural s | pE ] ) one
Female Single A <3 B 24 ol None
<S5 Dual s sl el g v None
Plural B el s 50 22§ None
Absent Male Single S S L% }0@5 2 None
E \'c & s - — —
2 S Dual (58 b s LAG) 3 None
Plural 1575 r;,, P r;u r’a None
Female Single Kigs ) &% B il None
=5 Dual (G A s LAE d None
Plural 5 R oo K| & None

Second: The demonstrative Pronouns §3L%§\ :2): These

are the non-declinable type nouns.

2 R T 7% T
jfaﬁb L‘;}\ c.;JJ\.: gY}\ (o 6Ol 010>

Here, for example, 15 in \i» and ¢13 in o)
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See the table below for more details.

Table 2 Demonstrative Pronouns Near and Far

Gender s Single Dual ;% Plural
S5k Nominative | Accusative/Genitive C?
& e
Nearls | Male S | hThis | glih These ois These two AN
two ] These
Female &35 | »i» OB These o5 These two
This two
Far Xa Male JS,\; GUi That | dLb Those 353 Those Two &Lﬁj}f
two Those
Female wj’e &ls That & Those &3 Those two
two

-—‘b\

Third: The Relative Pronouns 15551 22,

Note that Al-Quran has used two lams (J) for dual
pronouns.

See the table below for the details:

37




Table 3 Relative Pronouns

Single 3534 Dual ;& Plural &=
Nominative C’J Accusaltive/Genitive
s
Malejfi\; :;;ji The uum Those two UMU\ Those two who &;jﬁhose
one who who ] who
Femaleci%s 6.!\ The | o&lliThosetwo |  &li Those two who gt
one who who Those who

- "5)7\3\3 N1 (J7) which means & in Jedll )" Actor
Noun” Jeb and Jyaad ~1 7 Object Noun” as in
&l which means “the one who hit” and 5 &4l

which means “the one who was hit.”

- }3 means il in the language of Bani Tai, a tribe in
Arabia. For example, &35 Gl (355 is 3555 55 (s

which means “the one who hit you, came to me.”

G _os

are Flexible &

.

Tand &I

s
and &

1
C\m
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Fourth: The Verb Nouns me;u\ These are of two

kinds:
1) With the meaning of Imperative Imperfect

) zo_ . Lo /o/ °,§/ 5}/
Tense Verb jod\V¥las in 5553, ,45 |, e

333, with the meaning of give respite, 45 which
-] = _ . 5’/ .
means leave , |&5 which means come,r.h» which

means come.

2) With the meaning of Past Tense Verb fgau\ ju)\
asin &\ea and HEE,

&led which means it is far / far be it, 385 which

means parted.

Fifth: The Nouns of Sound u\j@}\i\,w\ These are not

permanent Nouns by themselves, but they provide
reasoning for others, such as:

-
@

|\ &7 @ 2t o %%
d\ccece cu\cc\c\
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C\ C\ implies chest pain, i for regret, C’ for happy,

C’ sound for making a camel sit, 5 for a crow's

sound.

Sixth: The adverbs ;}Lﬁj\ 2122, These are of two kinds:

1) Adverb of Time o3 50k

-~ ©

5, _ 2o 4 o g
¢ o cu.,aj.c 55 s ib ¢ LAl eOL

s0 .

cgfo.if cé.l d/';\g cb\g

With meanings from the right: then, then,
when, how, when, yesterday, Ago, Ago (also),
whenever, whenever (also), before, after.

The last two are non-flexible 3% when they are
both Possessed part Jlas of the Possessive
Compound and “Possessor u\éu.i" part of the

Possessive Compound is skipped 3332 and the
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meaning is intended. As Allah SWT Says in The
Holy Quran, Surah Ar-Room, Ayah 4:

(635 6 5 J5 e 521 40
which means “command in all things is for Allah
before and after.” Here ,s(s® ﬁwhich means “all
things,” is skipped ,L@}}ifé but the meaning is
implied.

2) Adverb of place Q&Zj\ CEJ"J;:

II)‘

&os which means “where, el 33 which means “in

front of,” &£ which means “below,” and 33
which means “above” with the condition that
both are Possessed J\,a.i, and Possessor _sLix

2 is skipped 333.2 and the meaning is

£

intended.

Seventh: The hidden Demonstrative Pronoun «,L.Q AL
As in (‘é’ “how many” and \3$" “so many,” and these two

are used for counts; &5 and ES3 are used in

conversational speech as in “this and that.”
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Eighth: The Structural Compound &, 2820 As in the

- P

number ~&g 351 for eleven. This has been discussed in

incomplete 2l il 84N

102030;
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You have read Chapters 1 and 2

The rest of the book covers Chapters 3 to 10: definite and indefinite,
masculine and feminine, singular, dual and plural nouns; how a noun
takes its ending and what keeps it from full declension; the endings of
the imperfect verb; the explicit and implied active elements (the words
that govern the endings of the words after them); and the Ending,
Supplement and Nahw Summary chapters, all with Qur'anic examples
and tables.

The full book

Kindle eBook: amazon.com/dp/Bo7BZH174K
Paperback: amazon.com/dp/BoHMG2PLCW

On your phone

Android: Nahw Meer - Arabic Sentences on Google Play (Chapters 1—2
free)
iPhone and iPad: Nahw Meer: Arabic Sentences on the App Store

Free lessons online

Every chapter of Nahw Meer is explained lesson by lesson at
ibnqutb.com. New lessons by email: sajidkhan.substack.com

This sample may be shared freely as long as it is not changed or sold.
All books and apps: seemabooks.com
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